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Abstract

Mongolian traditional sports festival, “Naadam”, has been changing in its appearance rapidly. The transformation of
the festival is affected by the law, that is approved in 2003, and is called “Naadam Law”. But there is no study that
mentioned about relationship between Naadam and the law. This study focused on the law, aimed at clarifying how
Mongolian state positions the traditional sports by the law and how the state forces the concept of Naadam on Mongolian
citizens as common experiences. This research is based on field survey included interview conducted from 2012 to 2017.

As a result, this study clarified that the Naadam law was made to emphasize following two points. One is that
Naadam is authorized by “Independent Mongolian State”. The other is that Naadam law also authorizes the importance
of the president’s role as the head of the state. The purpose of the law is exteriorized in the opening ceremony of the

Naadam Festival, that is positioned as a national event.

This study also mentioned that the law conducts the style of “three kinds of sport”. For example, the law aims to
exclude injustice behaviors, that is used to be in former festival, and aims to compete themselves under the equal, safe

conditions.

Furthermore, the law considers that “dope” will be more severely punished. From these points above mentioned, the
law seems to change the style of the festival “Naadam” from original, traditional sports based on unique Mongolian

culture to modern competitive sports. Therefore, it is a historical turning point for Naadam to approve the law.
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