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Abstract

The Japan-Manchuria Soft Tennis goodwill match sponsored by Japan Soft Tennis Association (JSTA) was held in
1939. This goodwill match was the first international soft tennis match and is considered important in the international
popularity of soft tennis. The purpose of this study is to clarify the history and actual situation of this match, and to
question its historical significance.

The JSTA’s aim was to popularize the soft tennis internationally. They first attempted to hold goodwill match in
Manchuria and participate in the Tokyo Olympics. This movement has a background in which it is difficult to gain public
attention unless internationalizing soft tennis, and for internationalization, the JSTA emphasized Manchuria where soft
tennis was popular.

However, the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War led to the cancellation of the goodwill match in Manchuria and the
movement of the JSTA toward internationalization was overshadowed. Under such circumstances, Manchuria proposed
holding a Japan- Manchuria Soft Tennis goodwill match. The JSTA accepted the proposal, and positioned the goodwill
match as the beginning of the internationalization of soft tennis. The goodwill match was a turning point in restarting the
international movement of soft tennis by the JSTA which was in a state of stalemate.

The Japan-Manchuria Soft Tennis goodwill match that was held in Japan gained a great deal of attention as the first
international soft tennis match. However, the match between Japan National Team and Manchuria National Team was not
held, and it was not enough to call it an international match. Nevertheless, the fact that it attracted attention as the first
international soft tennis match led to increased interest in soft tennis. The Japan-Manchuria Soft Tennis goodwill match
became a place to appeal to the public that soft tennis was an internationalized sport.
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