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Abstract

This research focuses on the crisscross play in the Japanese basketball scene and outlines the offense tactic needed
in Japan right before the crisscross play was adopted and aims to clarify the adoption process of it.

The study results can be summarized as follows.

The background as to why there was excessive use of long shots in offense tactics in Japan in the mid-1920s prior to
the adoption of the crisscross play lay in the inability to adopt an offense tactic that uses a lot of dribbling due to conditions
of the ball and court. This seems to have led the then Japanese team to adopt an offense tactic that does not require the
players to dribble too much in order to take the ball near the goal.

At that time in America, the coach of the Wisconsin University, Walter E. Meanwell published THE SCIENCE OF
BASKETBALL and introduced an offense tactic that does not require four players to dribble too much in order to take
the ball near the goal, exactly the kind of tactic sought out in Japan. The Japanese basketball association group was using
the tactics listed in THE SCIENCE OF BASKETBALL as a reference, so they acknowledged the crisscross technique
through this publication.

Afterwards, the crisscross technique was introduced in numerous manuals and magazines in Japan and became
widely known there. Thus, by the crisscross play being introduced in manuals and magazines, after 1928, this tactic was
adopted by universities and the Japanese national team. It is likely that the adoption of the crisscross play was the first
adoption of a continuity offense in Japan.
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