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Abstract

This study aims to define the concept of “tairen” in Japanese administrative systems. The results of this study are as
follows.

1. The chronology of the use of the school subject title “Tairen Course” in Japan’s compulsory physical education
curriculum was reviewed.

1) In Japan, the term “tairen” was coined by Ito Enkichi, Vice Minister of the Ministry of Education and proposed
at the Educational Council on July 1, 1938. His expression of “tairen” meant “physical exercise that includes
tempering the training consciousness.”

2) With regard to the word “ tairen” [{&#i] that Ito invented, instead of using the word * ren’ [##] with the kanji
“ thread” radical on the left, * ren’ [#] with the kanji “ metal” radical on the left is used. Presumably, the
reason was that it gave a typical war-time tone to the word.

3) During the Educational Council meeting of July 22, 1938, it was decided that the title “Tairen Course” would be
adopted. As a consequence, “tairen” was interpreted as a term that included elements of mental training.

o

. The concept of “tairen” emerged while a “Tairen Bureau” was being planned to administer Japan’s physical
education activities at school. Furthermore, the sequence of events that led to the name change of the “Tairen
Bureau” to the “Physical Education Bureau” and its reasons were clarified
1) The “Tairen Bureau” was envisaged to expand the school physical education administration in November 1940,

when it was specified that “tairen” stood for “physical training and cultivation.” The educational value of
“tairen” was also emphasized. Moreover, its contents were prescribed as “training” and “care,” and its methods
were considered “practical training” to realize the actualization of the term.

2) However, the naming of the “Tairen Bureau” encountered difficulties following an investigation by the Japanese
Privy Council. In particular, Minami Hiroshi expressed his grave concerns and opposition. As a result, the name
was revised to the “Physical Education Bureau.” This study considers the context of this, and notes that the
reason for Minami’s objection is that the appellation of “tairen” could influence his work as president of the
Japanese Language Council.
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